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(3) G.M.Bergman the pantomimic style of Gamick,and the natural acting 
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Hall,inc.,1973,P321� 
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THE AESTHETICS OF COMPOSITION IN  

THE THEATRICAL PERFORMANCE  

Abstract 

The theatrical performance is a creative and artistic work.  The theatrical 

performance is subject to the process of transforming the literary text into 

another kind, which is (the performed text). This is a process which the director 

undertakes to create the aesthetics of the composition and put it on the stage. It 

carries numerous systems, connotations, intellectual and aesthetic contents 

reflected to the recipient. For this purpose, the researcher divided the thesis into 

five chapters as listed below: 

 Chapter One: This chapter is the methodical framework of this study. It 

consists of the problem, turned by the researcher into a question: What is the 

aesthetics of composition in the theatrical performance? It analyzes the 

importance of the research by shedding light on the function of the visual 

compositions and formations in the space of the theatrical performance. It also 

contains the objectives, the limits of the research, and the specification of the 

terminology, such as these terms: (Aesthetics, composition, the theatrical 

performance) and the procedural definition. 

Chapter Two: It includes the theoretical framework of the thesis covering four 

sections: 

• Section One: Composition in theatre, its elements ad factors. 

• Section Two: The areas of making composition, that consists of the 

theatrical scene, lighting, costumes and its role in influencing the 

composition, and finally the accessories (appendices) that contribute to 

the synthesis of composition. In this section, the researcher relied on the 

ideas, views, and experiences of contemporary theorizers and directors at 

the world level. 
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• Section Three: The kinetic formation. This section is based on the 

dynamic formation in the sense that the theatrical line continues forward 

non-stop. Every sentence pushes the action one step forward, and during 

this continuity, images and compositions are produced. Their aesthetics 

are emphatically apparent during the performance. 

• Section Four: It is about the space of theatrical performance. The 

researcher deals with various definitions of stage space. Three are 

mentioned. The first one is the definition of space in naturalist drama. 

The researcher quoted the theorists and directors who directed and 

presented their plays in an illusionist fashion. Also quoted are the 

contemporary the theorists and directors who directed and presented 

their non-illusionist plays. The second one is the space of the 

structuralist theatre, which came into being in Russia by Meyerhold. The 

third one is the space of the open-air theatre. It is an open theatre which 

is different from and opposed to the traditional theatre.  

Through the theoretical framework, the researcher reached the indicators 

produced by the said  framework. 

Chapter Three: This chapter comprises the procedures of the thesis. They 

include the following: 

A- The Research Community: these are a collection of plays presented by 

Iraqi directors from 1999-2001 in Baghdad – Halsingborg. 

B- Research Samples: The researcher chose the samples intentionally and 

on  purpose for the following reasons: 

1) The samples represented the research problem, its objectives, and its 

significance. 

2) There were  differences between the directors and their stage 

performances. 

The intentional samples of the plays are: 



 ��

1- Sidra            2- Macbeth                  3- The Arabian Nights 

C) The Research Method: the method used is the expository-analytic method. 

D) The Research Tools: The researcher relied on the indications pointed out by 

the theoretical framework, as well as personal interviews. 

Chapter Four: This chapter includes the results and their discussions. 

Chapter Five: It is the conclusions that the researcher came out with, including: 

Composition is an aesthetic element added to the beauty of the stage 

performance if it is employed in a graceful and scientific manner. This is 

connected to the research objective. This chapter includes also the suggestions, 

the bibliography, the appendices, the list of the drama performances, the 

photographs, the synopsis in Kurdish and in English.   
 


