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Abstract

This paper about “Biolinguistics and Cognitive
Science” aims at exploring the relationship between
biolinguistics and cognitive science, in general, and
between the minimalist program and certain
branches of cognitive science, in particular. To this
end, the paper begins with a historical survey of the
two disciplines and their most important aspects. It
then discusses the main differences between the
two by exploring a number of complex issues in
connection with cognitive linguistics, language
evolution, and the mind-brain dichotomy. Two
findings were reached: first, and contrary to the
prevailing view within Chomskyan linguistics, the
emergence of biolinguistics as a discipline has
preceded the rise of Chomsky himself in the field
of linguistics; secondly, there has been a state of
tension between Chomskyan linguistics and some
of the most prominent trends of cognitive science,
evolutionary linguistics, and the philosophy of
mind.

Keywords: Biolinguistics; Cognitive Science;
Minimalist Program; Language Evolution; mind-
brain dichotomy.
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