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Abstract

The Development of Acquiring of Some Morphological Forms among

a sample of Jordanian Children
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The purpose of this study was to reveal stages of acquisition of certain
morphological derivations in the Arabic language among Jordanian
children. Differences between the sexes was also sought regarding

understanding and producing these derivations.

The sample was consisted of (320) children randomly selected from the
Baga’a valley near Amman. They were (160) males and (160) females
whose mother tongue is Arabic with a Jordanian accent. Their ages ranged
from (4-11) years.

Tests for the acquisition of derivation were composed of nonsense-words
Similar in their structure to Arabic words. A similar process was used to
measeure understanding.

X2 was used to discover the differences among the age groups, and the

child’s gender.
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Results indicated that some derivations were achieved before the age of
four, others were achieved at some stage between (4-11). Still others were
not achieved by the age of 11.

Very few differences were found between the sexes. It was also found that
understanding a derivation was more easily acquired than producation.
Repeated exposure to a derivation that was not acquired resulted in
speeding up acquisition.

It was also found that acquisition of a derivation can be speeded by

repeated exposure



