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Abstract

“The Prose of Ali Ibn Obaydah AI-RAYHANI”
A Thematic and Artistic Study

D.219 A.H/ 834 A.c
Prepared by:

Fathi Irshaid Moham’d ShDIfAT
Supervised by:
Dr. Adnan Obayd AL-Ali

The study starts with an introduction about Al-Rayhani’s environment
and personal and cultural life. For many people this figure remains
unknown, despite the fact that he wrote more than 50 books, of which
nothing remained but the titles. However, there are some sayings and
opinions by Al-Rayhani in books by other writers such as Al-Tawhidi’s
“Al -Basa’er walzakha’r” and Al-Abi’s “Nathre Al-durar”. Also, Al-
Hamawi’s “Mou’jam Al-odaba” presents an introduction of this man and
his life.

The researcher has managed to examine a manuscript by Al-Rayhani
from the Egyptian House of Books. The manuscript is entitled “Jawhir Al-
Kalim wa Fawa’ed Al-Hekam” and offers valuable sayings, proverbs,
advises. The writer adopts the method of sentence unity and classifies
entries alphabetically, which makes it easy to refer to the book.

Despite that some critics gives this writer a better status than that of
Al-Jahiz, and others treasures his sayings as something extremely valuable,
this writer has not been done justice.

One may wonder why this writer’s books were lost. Was this
something intended or not? The fact that only one manuscript has been

survived rises some suspicions.



The reasons may be traced to several factors including this writer’s
connection to Al-Ma’moun, political disputes between Al-Ameen and Al-
Ma’moun and the latter’s support of the Shiites and his belief that the Holy
Quran was developed as creature by God.

Chapter two presents various topics including social ones such as
ethics, social relations, and bad manners, slander for instance, religious
ones such as, asceticism, sufism , justice, mutual consultation, and piety,
political ones such as war and peace (advantages and disadvantages),
relation of the ruler and the ruled, policy of dealing with higher and lower
classes, and respect for the sultan, and economic ones such as planning,
economizing, and developing and implementing objectives and methods.

Technical features of Al-Rayhani prose have two aspects. One is
traditional and represented by influence of Islamic meanings of the Holy
Quran and Sunna, Al-Imam Ali, Ibn Al-Mugqaffa’ and other contemporary
writers, and usage of contrasting duets and some mannerism such as Tibaq
(antithesis) and Jenas (punning). The other is innovative and represented
by influence of foreign culture such as the Greek. This is can be seen
through this writer’s excellent method of presentation, reasoning, debating,
arguing and investment of Persian wisdom. Moreover, this writer was also

characterized by use of riddles, puzzles, and good humor.

*e e
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