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-De Somogy Joseph - Agasida on the destruction of Baghdad by the
Mongols, Bulletin of the school of oriental studies, Vol. V 11:41-48,
1933- 1935.
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Abstract
The Art of Elegy in the Arab Poetry in the First Mamluki Era

Prepared By
Raed Mustafa Hassan Abdul Raheem

Supervised by
Dr. Abdul Jalil Hassan Abdul Muhdi

The Significance of this study stems from the fact that an enormous
number of elegiac poems were versified in the First Mamluki era. Those
poems were of different kinds and they were characterized by the
multiplicity of their themes. In that era, a good number of poets composed
special collections of poems meant to elegize scientists and kings. Other
poets devoted special parts of their collections to this type of poetry.

The purpose of this study is to present a full picture of this kind of
poetry, its different forms and its various themes. The study also aims to
show the poets’ attitude towards death and to present the artistic features
that characterize this kind of poetry.

The study could be best described as descriptive, analytical and
based on the inductive methods.

The study has seven chapters and a conclusion. The First Chapter
deals with some of the poems versified for the purpose of elegizing the self
and the relatives.

This Chapter shows that poets lamented not only the self but also for
the parents, brothers and uncles.

The Second Chapter deals with some of the great number of poems
composed in lamentation for kings, princes, notable persons and leaders.

It also shows the motive behind these poems. In this type of poetry,
the poets depicted the great event and they shows its impact on the seif,
people, the natural world and every thing that is related in a way or another
with the dead persons. The poets talked about the virtues of the dead
persons, life and death, and the conventions related to the grief,
consolation and funeral rites. Their poems were meant to console and to
congratulate.

However, some of their poetry intended to satirize some of the dead
notable persons.

The Third Chapter is devoted to the discussion of a number of
poems composed to elegize the scientists and the men of the lefters. The
study shows that such poems were the most popular.

It's also shows that there were several motives that stimulated the
poets to write such poetry. In those poems, the poets focused on the event
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and they showed its impact on others. They also consoled themselves and
they offered their condolences to the dead’s relative. Not only this, but they
also gave some sort of particularity to the place associated with dead
persons. They, too, satirized their envies and enemies.

However, some of the dead persons being lamented were also
satirized by some
poets.

The Forth Chapter discusses a number of poems composed
particularly to elegize the woman. In spite of the fact that there were a few
poems versified to serve this purpose, those poems were of two groups. In
the first group, the poets elegized the daughter, the wife and the maid.

Second group was devoted to lamenting the death of the friends
mother’s, his sister and his wife.

The Fifth Chapter deals with elegizing the cities conquered by the
Tatars and the crusaders not only some poets elegized Baghdad which was
invaded by the Tatars in 656 H. Sham in 658 H and 699 H, but others
elegized Alexandria which was conquered by the crusaders in 767 H.

The Sixth Chapter contains other topics for elegizing. Of these topics
are the animal, the singers, pastime and some cultural aspects.

The Seventh Chapter sheds lights on the artistic features of the
elegiac poetry in that era. It comments on the Language of that poetry, its
stylistic and creative features as well as its poetic imagery.
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