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Abstract
The Art of Letters in al-Ayyubbi Period
—An Artisitic rhetorical Study-

Prepared by:
Rakan Husein Ali Bakkar

Suppervised by:
Professor: Yousof Abu AI-U’dous

This study aimed at dealing with the art of letters through
locusing on the Divan (official) letters and fraternal (non official)
letters in Al-Ayyubbian period. This study ~first of all- focused on
describing the political and belligerent status which had prevailed in
that time which had witnessed contineous fightings between
muslims and crusaders,. that’s this period has been called. Later the
crusades.

As aresult of, the Divan letters had emerged and developed
rather than -ones which were being prevailed in the past. This
development may be noticed in the rulers interst in these letters by
managing the divan of the letters according to special norms as well
as we can notice this development in writers letters whose
expressions are eloquent and meanings are deeply islamic. Therefore
these letters had played an important role in pre;cisely protraying
(iconologizing) the na.ture of the belligerent and political events and
the social relationships between people in that period. N

The study demonstrated the role of Al-Ayyubbians in interest
in writing and the letters specially and in science in general. This

interest led to emerge books and works from which the Arabic
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library benefited such as: al mathal al sa’er fi Adab Al-Katib
washa’er, Karidat Al-Qasr Wajaridat Al-Asr, Wannwader Al
sultaneyya, wakitab Al-E’etibar...etc. as well as it also led to the
advent of some literary men who had interested in science and
literature such as: Al-Qadi Al-Fadel who had the most important
influence on developing this art, consequently the founded a school
called Al madrasa Al-Fadeliyya.

The study dealt with types of the letters, that’s they had been
divided into two types: Divan (official) letters and fraterna) (non
officicial) letters. It also included subtypes of each one proved by the
examples presented in the Arabic resources, that’s these letters were
as follows: Congratulation letters, condolence letiers, apology
letters, longing letters, intercession letters, and custody letters.

These letters ~Divan and fraternal —were the subject of the
applied study which led to show some their characterstics such as:
their morphological construction including: preface, Presentation
and epilogue as well as their expressions characterized by
eloquency, simplicity.

The study showed the stylistic and rhetorical icons of the
letters  such as: assonance, paronomasia, comparison, and antithesis,
that’s these icons were prominent in that period.

The study also showed the rhetorical structure of ayyubbian
letters  content, that’s these letters included quotation from holy
Quran verses and prophetic tradition whose influnce had beén
prominent in Al-Jihad against the crusaders and instigating the
religious feeling among Muslims. Ayyubian letters also included

implication from Arabic poetry and the famous poets® poems such
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as: Al-Mutanabbi, Abu Tammam, and AL-Buhteri. This reflects the
artistic appreciation in Arabic old poetry in that period.

The study also dealt with clarity, obscurity, alfection,
verbosity and laconism. Therefere it showed that Ayyubbian letters
had been characterized by agitated affection, Clarity, laconsim and
verbosity but they had been -sometime characterized by properties
that it is dillicult to decode them.

In summary, the letters in Ayyubbian period had witnessed a
noticeable development made them different from the letters which
had prevailed in the past periods. This development included the
advent of the letters pastiches along the lines of the poctic pastiches,
and advent of new kinds of the lelters as congratulation on the
occasion of conquest of a castle, stronghold or city ...etc.

Therefore this period hadn’t any retrogradation and stagnancy

as described by some researchers in literature.
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