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Abstract

This study is a linguistic critical one. It aims at introducing al-Qaraafis's
(d. 684/1285) distinction between what he calls "signifying the expression
and the signification of expressions”. It also aims at establishing criteria for
the differences between the two types of significations, discussing them,
evaluating their theoretical and practical values in the light of al-Qaraafis's
comprehensive model of textual communication. This work should be seen
as a part of a broader and more ambitious and comprehensive project,
aiming at the establishment and development of Arabic textual pragmatics.
The data of this field is taken from the views and theories centered on the
language's use (versus wada') in the Arabic heritage, specially those
provided by Muslim legal theorists.
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