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Abstract

Nafi's Reading of the Holy Quran Recitation: A
Linguistic Study

By: Omar Abed Al-Darawsheh
Supervisor: Dr. Muhammad Khalaf Al-Hazaymeh

In this study, | have compiled the Quranic scripts illustrating the phonetic
as well as the syntactic dissimilarities in imam Nafi Al-Madani reading { in
Hufs's narrative after that of Asim Al-Koufi). Afterwards, | performed a
contrastive study between controversial Quranic scripts demonstrating the
linguistic perspective in addition to demonstrating the expostulations of
linguists on a number of Nafi's readings. Then, | compared these scripts with
other scripts attaining facts that are convincing in refuting the expostulations
of grave linguists. Accordingly, | have set the authentic structure of the
syntactic along with the phonetic” dissimilarities of this reading, i.e., Nafi's.

Phonetics-wise, it has been shown that imam Nafi's — a representative of
Al-Hijaz people dialect- method employed one of the plainest approaches in
articulating sounds; Nafi's reading involves numerous phonetic rules like that
of assimilation, eclipse, metathesis...etc which brought a distinct method in
the recitation of Quran and in the selection of the easiest points of
articulation while reciting.

Besides, this thesis has come out with- this is a field of concem for many
scholars- the fact that dissimilarities in the syntactic structures —in  the
Quranic context- has been almost always perfected by miraculous rule: every
elaboration over structure must be accompanied by an elaboration over
meaning. This rule has been proven to be imprecise once contrasted with the
linguistic miracle of the Holy Quran: the Quranic context is capable of, in
many positions, assimilating the different syntactic structures adhering to a
singular, unchangeable referent; if these dissimilarities are to be applied on



the structures that people use, the image will not match that of Quran despite
the fact that some of these dissimilarities have elaborated a further
constructive meaning in the field of Quran interpretation.
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