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Abstract

This dissertation studies the discourse of disease in modern Arab
narratives, attempting to wunveil its cultural, social and ideological
connotations. The study sets out with investigating the conceptions weaved by
the Islamic Arab mentality concerning disease, tracing major disease
references in the Arab Islamic culture, and emphasizing the most significant
thoughts and conceptions that have been produced in this field. The study
begins with tracing this discourse in mythical disease narratives, and religious
and historical texts as well as some jurisprudential texts, so as to uncover the
patterns and the major cultural values that led to the formation of such
discourse in modern Arab narratives and to show how these patterns and
values where overlooked by the appearance of new ones that reflect the
exposure of the new narrative discourse to the official medical discourse as
well as the knowledge of body and disease. The study has focused on disease
discourse in autobiographies since they are real afflictions lived by the writer,
and became experiences distinguished by their own distinctive features.
Moreover, the study has focused on disease discourse as represented in the
novel as a genre, analyzing the most significant visions, figures of speech, and
conceptions that formed its disease discourse.

Key word: Discourse, Illness, Narrative, Autobiography, Novel.
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