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The Qur’anic witness and its impact on
establishing the grammatical rule according to
Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani in his book ‘Al-Mugtasid fi
Sharh al-Idhah’
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Abstract

Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani (471 AH) - may God Almighty
have mercy on him - was and still represents, in his rhetorical
and grammatical thought, the pinnacle of linguistic maturity, to
the point that he has attracted many linguistic studies, especially
the studies of hadith scholars. Among the manifestations of this
linguistic maturity on both the rhetorical and grammatical levels
is that he was able to a large extent to blend rhetoric at its highest

levels with grammar, especially linking grammar with semantics. & ¢

In his theory, the theory of systems «al-Nathmy, he inspired the
scholars for long centuries which extended until our era. This
theory is represented by the skill of the speaker in arranging the
linguistic elements in the structure according to the standards of
grammar and its meanings.

The research is an attempt to draw attention to the
methodology of this great linguistic scholar, Imam Abd al-Qahir
al-Jurjani, in his book «al-Muqtasid,» in which he provided an
explanation of Abu Ali al-Farsi>s book «al-Izahy (377 AH), and
to highlight his reliance on the Quranic evidence as the basis for
building grammatical rules, at a time when the Quranic evidence
is rarely mentioned in some grammatical writings, especially in
comparison to poetic evidence.

There is also a noticeable difference between Al-Jurjani>s
methodology, which relies on the Quranic evidence as the first
and strongest evidence for the validity of a grammatical opinion
or rule, and the methodology of Abu Ali al-Farsi (¥vy AH), the
author of the book «al-Izah,» who often neglects to cite the Quranic
evidence. Al-Jurjani>s methodology, as demonstrated in this book,

reveals without a doubt that this eminent linguist, in addition to ¢

his Quranic knowledge, realized that anyone engaged in any field
of Arabic linguistic studies cannot neglect the use of the Quranic

(YoY g = LDV eg0 —aumdl 53) 5 3l anadl = O g Ylsuadl = 2Ll el /315
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text to highlight the beauty, secrets, and advantages of the Arabic
language. This research may also be an attempt to answer many
contemporary scholars who have criticized Arab grammarians for
neglecting to cite the Quranic evidence and showing indifference
towards it. These critics may have been exaggerating at times,
as they overlooked or ignored some grammatical writings that
focused on the Quranic evidence, especially al-Jurjani in his
book «al-Mugqtasid,» which relied on the Quranic evidence as the
starting point, axis, and foundation for building and reinforcing
grammatical rules.

Since the concept of witness in grammar and language needs
to be clarified in an appropriate manner in terms of its dimensions
and function before entering into the manifestations of Al-Jurjani’s
reliance on Qur’anic evidence, the nature of the research required
that it be divided into two main sections: the first (the concept of
Qur’anic witness and its value in the Arabic grammatical lesson),
and the second (Manifestations of Al-Jurjani’s reliance on Qur’anic
evidence in the book Al-Mugtasid). I have tried my best to show
this authentic approach of Imam Al-Jurjani in his celebration of
the Qur’anic witness so much.
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