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Evelyne Accad J s, o= " Arab Women

watched by her stern and fanatically religious father, Forced to undergo rigorous
cleansing and prayer rituals every day of the year, she is savagely beaten for the
slightest disobedience, and at the age of twelve, foreed to don the thick black veil of
traditional Muslim womanhood.The father’s fanaticism is so extreme, that at least in

Sarah’s eyes, itis responsible for her mother’s deatl:: he refused to be disturbed from
his prayers to fetch the doctor, "

Edited by Tuckers, Judith, Arab Women, published in association with the center for
contemporary Arab studies, Georgetown University, 1993, p. 241
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a foreigner in a said - to — be “ French " Algeria "
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Abstract
The Discourse of Revivalism and Progress in the

Contemporary Arabic Novel
(Cultural Model)
by
Razan Mahmood Ibrahim
Supervisor

Dr. Samir Kattami

This study endeavors to deploy the cultural model by way of

analyzing and interpreting the Arabic novel within a complex socio-cultural

and political Arab context. How this novel is informed with broad

intellectual and cultural movements characterizing the Arab region since

1945 is highly understood.

‘The choice of the cultural model in the process of analyzing the

Arabic novels at hand is attributed to the fact that the novel is an inherently

a cultural form which manifests in a special artistic style and language

structure. It 1s eventually intended to communicate modes of thinking that

are essentially grounded in a specific social context and temporality. The

cultural approach seems to be most suitable to account for the novel as 4

site reflecting the discourses of revivalism and progress in the contemporary

Arabic novel.
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The  novelist is bound to articulate one discourse or another in
his/her novel. Any such discourse is necessanly influenced with the writer’s
own subjectivity as interacting with his/her intellectual paradigms and
different levels  of reality. Thus, there are mutually informed relations

between  discourse formations, the addressee and the socio — cultural

context of the emerging discourses along with the linguistic media through

which the message is communicated.

The swudy also attempts  to analyze the diverse discourses and
intellectual trends relating to revivalism and progress in the light of some

spectfic and  vital issues the contemporary Arabic novel raises. ‘1'his analysis

15 intended to unravel any potential links impinging on the various formal

and artistic trends and intellectual discourses. One of the basic themes that

the study emphasizes s assessing the extent and kind of mutually

nformative relations between discourses of revivalism and progress in the

contemporary Arabic novel on the one hand, and the different intellectual

trends advocated or introduced by distinguished and prominent intellectuals

on the other.

It is important to mention, though, that the study does not deal with

the narrative text as a mere reflection of social, political, and cultural reality,

Rather, the interpretive process is considerably dependent on the artistic

form, linguistic medium, stylistic aspects and  structure as essentially

implicative and connotative phenomena.
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